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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

The best in custom blinds and window coverings
Blinds

Budget

®

Free In-Home Consultation!
Shutters • Wood Blinds • Honeycomb

Roller/Solar Shades • Roman Shades • Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!

www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

Located in Blairsville, GA
706-781-1423

WAZOO! Quilting
Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around 

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

Declare your financial
independence. Call today.

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Complete hands-on experience with 
horses and riding. *See website for 
discount details.  Advance reservations 
required. 

Daily or Weekly  
Beginning June 5 

Horse Camp 
 Summer at Trackrock Stables 

706-745-5252 

 www.Trackrock.com 

Get up to $50 off*  

706•400•2988

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

b u r g e r s  &  s o u t h e r n  e a t s

‘

Monday - Thursday 11AM-9PM
Friday & Saturday 11AM-10PM 

Sunday 11AM-3PM
Downtown Blairsville, One Block from 

the Square, across from City Hall

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Impact Design, Inc.
Owner, LuAnn Head

307C Cleveland Street • Blairsville, GA 30512
706-400-5674

Laser Engraving • Custom Apparel • Promotional Products
Website: impactdesigninc.co

Hemphill Vinyl Siding And
Metal Roofing Sales

154 Kelley Road
Blairsville, GA 30512

706-745-3145 • 706-745-9006
1-888-698-3225

Fax 706-745-8418
hvswi@windstream.net

Owner - Kenneth Hemphill

 
“Affordable Quality” in Locally Handcrafted 

Furniture & Cabinetry, Custom Wood-
Carved Screen Doors and Unique Decor!

706-400-5716

294 Hwy. 515-Suite A • Blairsville, GA 30512

Hours: 
Monday-Friday 

10-5
 Saturday 10-4

417 BLUE RIDGE STREET, SUITE N
BLAIRSVILLE

706-745-3856

Accounting, Payroll & Tax Solutions
Serving North Georgia for 30 years

Tax Problems? Tax Solutions!

Monday thru Friday 9:30-5:30 • Saturday 9:30-2:00
NorthGeorgiaSales.net • (706) 632-2727

950 Appalachian Hwy, Blue Ridge, GA 30513.

North Georgia Sales LLC

We understand that finding the perfect 
combination of quality and affordability can 
be difficult. So we have made it our goal to 

provide the best buying experience possible.

Installing
Insulation
Hanging

Sheetrock
Finishing
Texturing

FREE
ESTIMATES

Young Harris Hwy.
Blairsville, GA

ICH
DRYWALL

706-745-5307

All 
Materials
Furnished

24 Scott Drive • Blairsville, GA
 706-745-GRUB
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Canning Plant...continued from Page 1A

Firewise...from Page 1A
Frank Riley of the Chestatee-
Chattahoochee RC&D Council 
acted as the state coordinator 
who submitted Flat Rock Ridge 
Road as a Firewise Community 
for national recognition.

“Scientific research 
has shown the effectiveness 
and benefits of implementing 
wildfire mitigation concepts 
across individual property 
boundaries and throughout 
communities,” said Riley. 
“Since 2002, the Firewise 
USA program has empowered 
neighbors to work together in 
reducing their wildfire risk. 

“ Jo in  the  g rowing 
n e t w o r k  o f  m o r e  t h a n 
1,400 recognized Firewise 
Communities from across 
the nation taking action and 
ownership in preparing and 
protecting their homes against 
the threat of wildfire.” 

Individual  wildf i re 

preparedness is all about 
creating defensible zones 
around a piece of property.

“Limiting the amount 
of flammable vegetation, 
choosing fire-resistant building 
materials and construction 
techniques, along with periodic 
exterior maintenance in the 
three home ignition zones, 
increases the chances your 
home will survive a wildfire 
when exposed to embers and/
or a surface fire,” according to 
Firewise literature.

Continued the literature: 
“To reduce ember ignitions and 
fire spread, trim branches that 
overhang the home, porch and 
deck, and prune branches of 
large trees, depending on their 
height, up to 6 to 10 feet from 
the ground.

“ R e m o v e  p l a n t s 
containing resins, oils and 
waxes, and replace mulch in 

the Immediate Zone of zero to 
5 feet with non-combustible 
mulch products like crushed 
stone and gravel. Maintain 
vegetation annually.”

Of course, these are 
just a few of the Firewise 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t h a t 
homeowners can implement 
to protect their homes against 
the eventuality of wildfire.

Keep in mind that, at this 
moment, dozens of wildfires 
are burning in the western 
half of the nation, and just last 
fall, dozens of wildfires swept 
over the Southeastern United 
States.

For more details on 
Firewise Communities, contact 
the local Georgia Forestry 
Commission office at (706) 
781-2398.

For  a  home safe ty 
checklist and more general 
information on Firewise, visit 
www.firewise.org.

Patrick Fix and Kristy Peney cooking up some vegetable soup 
for canning. Photo/Lily Avery

17,000 jars were canned at the 
plant and this year is already 
shaping up to be more than ever 
before. With locals, summer 
vacationers and visitors from 
all over coming to see the 
Farmers Market and canning 
plant, Cummings expects to 
far exceed the number of jars 
canned this year. 

“ I n  o u r  t y p i c a l 
growing season, there will be 
somewhere around 350 people 
come through the canning 
plant,” said Cummings. “These 
are the people that regularly 
use it and they’ll can around 
17,000 jars, roughly. 

“We get locals that come 
here and even people that 
are on vacation coming to 
the plant. “Last year, we had 
people in here from Maine and 
others from Montana who were 
staying at Vogel and had seen 
the signs and decided to come 
check it out.” 

One canner, Shirley 
Dyer, has been canning since 
she was a child and learned the 
trade from her mother growing 
up. While she’s done her fair 
share of in-home canning, 
Dyer has also tried her hand 
at several canneries in the 
surrounding areas, none of 
which she says can hold a 
candle to the Union County 

Canning Plant. 
“I love the preparation 

of canning,” said Dyer. “But 
I’ve been to canning plants in 
Blue Ridge and every where 
else around here, none of them 
are as nice as this one we have 
right here in Union County. 

“It’s a great building and 
everyone is always so helpful. 
It’s a wonderful place to come 
and can.” 

Ever since the cannery 
opened, Dyer has been there to 
stay and can be found canning a 
wide variety of delicious fruits 

and vegetables throughout the 
season, primarily green beans 
during the summertime and her 
famous apple sauce as soon as 
the season hits toward the end 
of summer.  

And while some canning 
plants l imit  the canning 
possibi l i t ies ,  Cummings 
assures that pretty much 
anything and everything goes 
in Union County. While there 
are a few things that can’t be 
canned, it’s a small list, and a 
rare one at that. 

“Right now, most people 

are canning green beans,” 
said Cummings. “We do 
have people with beets, some 
pickled and some canned. 
Beets and green beans are the 
primary things today. 

“We generally do a 
couple thousand jars of green 
beans, about 1,500 of apple 
sauce, we’ll do that much in 
tomato soup. Those are the 
types of things that are really 
common but we can a lot of 
other stuff too. 

“But, the strangest thing 
I’ve ever seen processed here 
was trout. It was processed and 
put into jars. 

“There are some things 

that we can’t can because we 
either don’t have the cooking 
time for it, but most things that 
we can find a cooking time for, 
we’ll process it.” 

J a r s ,  l i d s ,  r i n g s , 
ingredients and your favorite 
recipes are the only things 
needed to come out and enjoy 
a fun-filled day of canning. 
The Union County Canning 
Plant provides everything else 
needed, along with smiling 
faces and the helping hands 
of fellow canners. The cost to 
can is 25 cents per pint and 35 
cents per quart.

The canning plant is open 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 

from 6 a.m. to noon.
Throughout the year, 

the canning plant hosts special 
days such as a day for teachers 
who cannot make it to the plant 
throughout the week. More 
information on special days at 
the canning plant can be found 
at ucfarmersmarket.com.

“We want to invite 
e v e r y o n e  t o  c o m e  u s e 
the canning plant,” said 
Cummings. “Head over to 
the Farmers Market, get some 
fresh produce, then come over 
and process it on a Tuesday or 
Thursday. It’s a whole lot of 
fun, I can promise that.”

The Union County Canning Plant offers a unique, fun and lively experience. Photo/Lily 
Avery

Northeast Georgia Friends of NRA
presents Top Shot Competition

The Northeast Geor-
gia Friends of NRA Top Shot 
Competition will be held on 
Saturday, July 22 at 5 p.m. be-
fore the banquet.

Do you have what it 
takes to out shoot one of the 
top 4H BB shooters in the 
state? He is from Blairsville. 
For a donation of $25 you can 
have your shot.

We will use the Geor-
gia 4H S.A.F.E. BB rules 
for the standing position. 

Proper rifles will be provid-
ed. The Union County BB  
Team will conduct the compe-
tition. Check out this site for 
the official competition rules 
http://competitions.nra.org/
official-nra-rule-books.aspx

The shooter that has the 
highest score above our shoot-
er’s score will win a Ruger 
American Predator 6.5 Creed-
more. If no one beats him, he 
will win it.

To sign up contact 

Goodwin Bryan at 770-833-
2430; ne.ga.friends.of.nra@
gmail.com. 


